fegeart whEH
ERITCI

797 GERTT

*@% '

gaw
o Elo siarEa

IR 544, ST



sed

TERRITY T aTsU /s
e, MiTeEs e,
g Rorge-fRrenarr, st

quT
NG TAAF TAE] TS
T, SXie-RramT; € ST T wEeet T %TEFH\,
T faza-faama

o
e Tem & S5 F FEw N W T
1 ga1 =i afierdt & & s
firr 8
TE AT
YT WIHE gty &1



wR e ek,
GIFAGEMA FATHL: EW@’T?J'

¥§ @ Hafs: dresr Aaraia-
al wat Fem: @argeiaaged: |l

MaT-gu-sdt Fegal & gt www, FEw-aw | g,
faen-fagm-edt a9 # gl qead | 999 9 e fm Ol
22 W o frodt A et glemt (B an fagia) &t &
I § T @ TR E, G TG W, TE AL |



FOREWORD

The following pages embody a systematic course of
studies 11 some of the more important branches of Indian
philosophical thought Itisin asense the first attempt
of its kind in Hindi, nay in many of the Inoian vernacu-
lars Isolated writinus, both eritical and expositional but
mostly historical, bezaring on isolated historical problems
or 1solated systems of ancient and medisval Indian
thought have appeaired from fime to time in the verna-
cular, but 2 comprehensive study embracing different
schools 13 rarely to be found The fact is that students
of general Indian philosopr, equally interested in all 1t
branches and with the necessary equipment of a direct
knowledge of the source books in original supplemented
by an acquaintance with the modern methods ofs eriticism
and analytical approach, are few in number. And expo-
nents in Hind1 are fewer still For even those who
have the requisite qualification to handle the subject
successfully employ English as their medium of expres-
sion, belng probably prompted to do so by 2 desire to
command, or to appeal to, a wider and in some respects
a more appreciative circle of readers. The consequent
loss to Hindi hiteratuie 15 evident The author is, there-
fore, to be sincerely congratnlated on the great pains he
has taken to bring out the resunlts of his studies in Hindi,
the vernacular of the province.

Indian philosophy, including the earlier nnsystem-
atic specnlations m the Upamishads and the canonieal
Iiterature of the Jamns and the Buddhists, derives its
interest not only from 1its diversity, antiquity and
continuity, but also from its breadth of vision and
in some phases from its dialectical subtleties. The
present work which is intended, as an introductory hand-



book, for the use of general readers, canunot, of course,
be expected to show 1in 1ts pagesz all the gnalitiss which
characterise Indian thought as such and mark it out as
a unique contribution to the culture of the world. The
author has, nevertheless, succeeded 1n bringing together
within the briefl compass of a small compendinm most
of the leading topies of the different popular systems
with such chscussion and comment as are deemed ne-
cessary for a fawshful and Jucid mterpretation,

Apart from the omginal treatises in Sanskrit, the
writer bas utilised on occasions the 1mportant works n
Bnghsh boaning on the subject The ghoit biblingraphical
pote, at the end of the book, will prove useful for further
reference, but 1t seems to me that a shght expansion of
this note 1n the hight of the latest pubhealions 1n the
different spheres of Indian philosophical enguiry would
have added to the value of the book,

In the interest of thoronghness, 1t appears to me,
a brief survey of tha prominent S‘aiva and S’akta gystems
as well a3 of the Pancharatra school should have found
a place, 16 the manner of tbe Nimbailka and other minor
Vais'pava systems 1n the supplementary chapter. The
omiesion will not, however, be 5o keenly felt as the work

purports to be a popular mnanual, with 1t scope confined
to the better known systems

The author wields a facile pen and knows how to
marshal s arguments well He has an admirable com-
mand of the data of his knowledge and 1s al ways eritical
in his outlook It 18 to be hoped that the work which
replerents the first attempt 1n an altogether unexplored
field w1ll be 1ecerved with great sympathy by the Hindi

reading public and be highly appreciated by the students
of Indian philosophy.

BENARES GOPI NATH KAVIRAJ
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